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Meet the Brooks Region.

The Brooks Region covers a large rural area in southeastern Alberta and includes four
municipalities within the County of Newell; City of Brooks, Town of Bassano and Villages of
Duchess and Rosemary.
Mission

Purpose

We connect residents and investors to the promise
of the Brooks Region through advocacy, support, and
cooperation. As stewards of the promise, we work to
attract, retain, and grow business in the Brooks Region.
We offer the support to grow, the strength to lead.

We steward the economic promise of the Brooks Region.
We will leverage our position to attract new residents and
investors to the region, to grow our economy, and keep it
strong and healthy for future generations.

Our brand mission is how we work, and how
we realize our vision every day. Our mission is clear.

Our brand purpose is our reason for being. It is why we
show up and get things done.

Vision

Our brand vision is what we want to achieve as stewards of the Brooks Region. It is the outcome of our mission and purpose.
The Brooks Region is a community of choice for those looking to build strong social connections and scale new economic
heights. We will sustain and grow our economy while welcoming people from Canada and beyond to help realize the promise
of the Brooks Region.

Prepared by the Brooks Region's economic development team, this profile provides relevant information for residents,
businesses and industries interested in re-locating to the Brooks Region.
In our efforts to direct and assist the overall economic growth in the region, the economic development team would be
pleased to provide you with guidance and information tailored to meet your needs. Please do not hesitate to contact our office
if you require further information.

Brooks Region

PHONE: 403-362-3333 | WEBSITE: www.brooksregion.ca
Box 879, 201-1st Avenue West, Brooks, Alberta, Canada T1R 1B7

The information in this publication has been compiled from sources deemed reliable. Readers and users of this profile are encouraged to make
independent investigations to satisfy themselves of relevant facts before relying upon them. While every attempt has been made to ensure the
accuracy of this guide, some information is subject to change without notice. This guide is intended as an information source and does not imply
endorsement of any service, association or organizations. The Brooks Region will not be responsible for any loss, damage or claim arising from or
related to an interpretation, use or reliance on the information contained in this publication.
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The Brooks Region is readily accessible to Canada’s
major east-west transport route (Highway 1 - Trans
Canada), north via Highway 36 to connect the Brooks
Region to northern Alberta oilsands, and south via
Highway 36 or Highway 875 to the U.S. border and
I-15 - a major north-south trade route terminating at
Los Angeles/San Diego.
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Location &
Distance.

The Brooks Region covers a large rural area in southeastern Alberta
and includes eight hamlets within the County of Newell. Municipalities
within the region include the City of Brooks, the Town of Bassano and the
Villages of Duchess and Rosemary.

The region is well positioned to access markets across Canada and beyond as it is central to
Calgary, Medicine Hat and Lethbridge with less than 190 kilometers of separation between each
city. The region is a growing transportation hub with the TransCanada Highway and secondary
Highway 36 intersecting at the City of Brooks’ boundaries. Highway 36 is a major route for
commercial traffic and intersects the TransCanada Highway at Brooks, connecting the region to
the oil sands in the north and the United States to the south.
CP Rail’s main line, running from Montreal to Vancouver, intersects the Brooks Region. There are
numerous rail yards and commercial lines within the City of Brooks, Town of Bassano and the
rural areas.
The Brooks Airport has a 2800 foot
paved runway and is part of the
Alberta Airport Network and has a
24-hour AVGAS fuel system for aircraft
operators to purchase fuel. It primarily
services the agricultural application,
flight training and air charters in the
area.
The Bassano Airport is located 1 km
north of the Town of Bassano and has
a 2950 foot paved runway. The Calgary
International Airport is 1.5 hours west
of the Brooks Region and is a hub for
most major airlines.

ACCESS TO MARKETS
CITY		

KM MILES

Medicine Hat, AB
Lethbridge, AB		
Calgary, AB		
Edmonton, AB		
Regina, SK		
Saskatoon, SK		
Vancouver, BC		
Coutts, AB		
Great Falls, MT USA
Winnipeg, MB		

107
155
187
454
569
489
1,174
198
394
1,140

67
96
117
294
356
306
717
123
245
708

TRAVEL TIME
1 hr. 5 min.
1 hr. 42 min.
1 hr. 57 min.
4 hr. 22 min.
5 hr. 19 min.
4 hr. 52 min.
11 hr. 54 min.
2 hr. 4 min.
3 hr. 50 min.
10 hr. 55 min.
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Centennial Regional Arena (CRA)
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Demographics.

Located in the heart of the Brooks Region, the City of Brooks ranked in the top ten places
to live in Alberta in 2017 and was ranked number one by region in Canada’s Best Places for
Families in 2018.*
Brooks has a very young population with a median age of 35 compared to Canada's 41.
Nearly 50 per cent of the population is between the ages of 20 and 49, creating a young and physically able workforce. **

Brooks
Population

Newell
Population

Bassano
Population

Duchess
Population

Rosemary
Population

14,451

7,524

1,206

1,085

396

=

Brooks
Region

24,918

*According to MoneySense: https://www.moneysense.ca/spend/real-estate/canadas-best-places-for-families-2018-100/
**2016 Stats-Canada
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Labour Force.
The Brooks Region's young, educated population offers a valuable and highly skilled
workforce to the major economic sectors in the region including agriculture, oil and gas,
manufacturing and retail services.
Educational Attainment

Population

High School Certificate or equiv.		

34%

Industry

Average Wage
in Alberta

Agriculture				$21.10/hr
Oil & Gas				$43.23/hr
Utilities					$46.04/hr
Apprenticeship or trades certificate
Construction				$28.84/hr
or diploma				9%
Manufacturing				$23.36/hr
Wholesale Trade			$25.18/hr
University certificate, diploma
or degree				12%		 Retail Trade				$17.62/hr
		
Transportation & Warehousing		
$27.03/hr
University certificate or diploma below
Information, Culture & Recreation
$18.40/hr
bachelor level				2.5%
Financial & Real Estate			
$24.67/hr
Based in the City of Brooks only
Professional & Science Services		
$34.93/hr
Business Support Services		
$21.66/hr
Major Field of Study
Population
Educational Services			$30.47/hr
Health Care				$27.27/hr
Education 				685
Accommodation & Food 		
$12.54/hr
Humanities				205
Other Services				$21.36/hr
Social Science & Law			
435
Public Administration			$33.96/hr
Business				1,225
2015 Alberta Wage and Salary Survey Annual Alberta Regional Labour Market Review.
Sciences & Technologies		
140
Stats were gathered prior to the 2018 minimum wage increase.
Math & Computer Science		
155
Engineering & Related			
1,910
Agriculture & Resources		
405
Health & Related			
1,200
Transportation & Personal Services
485
College, CEGEP or other non-university
certificate or diploma			
14%

         Books Region
Average Family Income			
Average Couple Families Income
Average Lone Parent Income		

$84,162
$89,018
$44,602

StatsCanada 2015, Annual Income Estimates

An Educated Workforce
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Education.

Brooks & District Museum
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Educational opportunities are important to the Brooks Region. We are proudly home to the
Medicine Hat College's Brooks Campus as well as five school districts which gives residents
the opportunity to choose the best options for their families. Whatever your family’s goals, the
education options can be found here.

3

Colleges

5

School
Districts

5+

Pre-Schools

2

English as a
Second
Language

Medicine Hat College - Brooks Campus.

Medicine Hat College Brooks Campus has almost 300 full and part-time students each semester enrolled in courses ranging
from adult basic education (Adult Basic Literacy Education Program) and ESL training to the two-year Practical Nurse
Diploma Program. In the fall of 2018, new program options offered at the campus included a social work diploma and health
care aide certificate. A provincial web-based application system called Visit Apply Alberta allows students to apply to one or
more post-secondary institutions and authorize transcript transfers between participating institutions in the province.
www.mhc.ab.ca/brookscampus

Academy of Learning College and Cypress College also provide students with a learning experience. Academy

of Learning offers one-on-one attention and monitoring along with hands on training while Cypress College is a Business
Career College. Diploma programs in Administrative Technologies, Computer Technologies and Sales & Business Management
are offered.

School Divisions.

The five school divisions that encompass the Brooks Region include: the Brooks Immanuel School, Christ the Redeemer
School Division, École Le Ruisseau, Grasslands Public School District and Newell Christian School. The Grasslands Public
School system is the largest public school system in the region with many schools in both the County of Newell as well as
the municipalities of Bassano, Brooks, Duchess, Rosemary, and the hamlets. Christ the Redeemer Catholic School Division
(CTR Catholic) operates in seven communities throughout the province of Alberta providing authentic Catholic education to
students in 15 traditional schools, four Outreach schools and a distance education school. École Le Ruisseau is a primary and
secondary school offering Francophone education from junior kindergarten to grade 12. The Brooks Immanuel School offers
a blend of online and classroom-based instruction in a Bible-based Christian environment for students from Kindergarten
through to grade 9 (K-9). The Newell Christian School (Kindergarten through to grade 8) provides an educational environment
that reinforces Christian homes and churches.

Adult Learning.

The Newell Further Education Council is one of 83 Adult Learning Councils in Alberta funded, in part, by Alberta Advanced
Education - Community Programs. Brooks Community Adult Learning Centre (BCALC) is part of a network of over 100
Community Adult Learning Programs (CALP) which operate within Alberta. They provide part-time, non-credit opportunities
to adult learners that develop new skills needed to enhance their everyday lives. BCALC is mandated to provide programming
in the areas of Adult Basic Literacy, English Language Learning, Numeracy, Basic Digital Skills and Foundational Life Skills.
The Newell Further Education Council is the sister organization to BCALC and is located in Bassano.

Early Childhood.

In Brooks alone, there are over five registered childcare facilities and preschools, making the Brooks Region a great place
to raise a family. The Brooks Early Learning Academy (BELA) is dedicated to raising awareness of the importance of early
learning, and to providing high quality, play-based, early learning programming accessible to all children. The foundation
of BELA is the early childhood philosophy of “Learning Through Play." Brooks Preschool is a not-for-profit organization
which provides an early childhood learning resource. Classes are available for 3, 4 and 5 year olds. Each class is two or three
hours in duration and is offered one, two or three days per week. Dynamite Academy operates a licensed and pre-accredited
daycare and out of school program. They offer full time, part time, and drop in childcare, out-of-school care, and preschool
programming. Childcare facilities in the region, to name a few, include Lion King Daycare, Little Children Day Homes Ltd.,
Leisure Centre Daycare and Drop-In and Newell Integrated Child Care Society.
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Bow Valley Genetics

Business Advantage.
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Partnerships in Business.
The Brooks Region partners with various economic development organizations to attract
and retain business. The partners are essential as they each bring unique opportunities and
services to the business community.

Crop Diversification Centre South.

The Crop Diversification Centre South (CDCS) is located on the fringe of the City of Brooks and operates four farms; Lendrum
Farm (Head Quarters site), McLeod Farm, Ponderosa Farm and the Bow Island Sub-station. There is 10,500 sq.ft. of laboratory
space (including growth chambers, seed laboratory, chemistry laboratories, food science laboratories and plant pathology and
entomology laboratories). www1.agric.gov.ab.ca

Community Futures Entre-Corp.

Community Futures Entre-Corp is a community driven, non-profit organization staffed by business professionals and guided
by a volunteer Board of Directors. They provide a wide range of small business services and business management tools
for people wanting to start, expand, franchise or sell a business. They also run a number of specialized business programs,
organize exciting business events and actively work with community and business leaders to foster rural economic growth.
www.entre-corp.albertacf.com

Brooks & District Chamber of Commerce.

Brooks & District Chamber of Commerce provides leadership for regional business members providing education,
advocacy, networking and marketing opportunities for growth and sustainability in our business community. The Chamber
of Commerce represents over 300 community businesses and organizations and provides networking and marketing
opportunities through activities such as their Annual Trade Show, Small Business Week & Small Business Awards Banquet,
partnership with economic development stakeholders, Membership Business Directory, website links, referral services and a
variety of seminars and luncheons. It is the aim of the BDCC to help their members grow their businesses and increase their
visibility. www.opportunitynewell.com

Visit Newell.

Visit Newell is operated by the Newell Regional Tourism Association (NRTA) and is the Brooks Region's Destination
Marketing Organization (DMO). The NRTA was created back in 2008 and has since then been working to enhance the tourism
opportunities of the region. Working with industry operators, partners and stakeholders, Visit Newell works to create
opportunity, advocacy and information about the region for tourists and residents. Their website promotes regional events as
well as "things to do," "places to stay" and tips on planning a visit to the region. www.visitnewell.com

Brooks Revitalization Zone (BRZ).

The Brooks Town Centre Revitalization Zone (BRZ) is the largest shopping area in Brooks and encompasses the downtown.
Offering over 70 unique stores and professional services, the BRZ is a non-profit, membership funded organization dedicated
to improving the physical, economic and social environment of the Brooks Town Centre. The BRZ was established in 1992
through a bylaw of the City of Brooks under Provincial legislation. Activities are funded from a special levy on businesses
within the service area. The Board of Directors develop strategies to achieve its goals and these are implemented by the
member businesses who volunteer time and expertise to committees.

Canadian Badlands.

Canadian Badlands Tourism (CBT) is a not-for-profit Alberta Corporation providing a new and innovative approach to creating
an integrated, destination-based tourism industry in South-Eastern Alberta. This involves the implementation of strategic
priorities that are most critical to the region’s success and long-term viability, including: developing the tourism hubs and
attractors, tying these hubs and attractors together through themed touring routes, developing the infrastructure required
to support hub development and attractor enhancements, as well as attracting and maintaining a strong labour force.
www.canadianbadlands.com
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Business Costs.

Employee Compensation.

Minimum Wage - In Alberta the hourly minimum wage is the same for adults, liquor servers and young people: $15.
Overtime - Employees are paid 1.5 times their regular wage after eight hours a day or 44 hours per week.
www.work.alberta.ca

Mandatory Fringe Benefits.

Canadian Pension Plan (CPP) - Employers contribute 4.95% of an employee's wage to a maximum annual contribution
of $2593.80 (2018).
Employer Contribution Employment Insurance (EI) - Employers deduct EI premiums from insurable earnings paid to
employees. Employers pay 1.4 times the amount of the employee's premiums and stop deducting premiums when the
employee's maximum insurable earnings ($51,700 for 2018) or the maximum employee premium for the year ($858.22
for 2018) is reached.
www.cra-arc.gc.ca

Workplace Compensation.

WCB-Alberta collects premiums from businesses to cover the costs of work-related injuries. Employers pay premiums
on the insurable earnings of all workers based on a maximum annual amount per worker plus any personal coverage
purchased. Premiums are not paid on earnings exceeding the Maximum Insurable Earnings amount per worker
($98,700 for 2018). The average industry rate for 2018 is $1.02. www.wbcb.ab.ca

Vacation Pay.

After one year of employment with the same employer, employees are entitled to two weeks of vacation pay, or 4% of
employee's wages, paid for by the employer. After six years, employees are entitled to three weeks of vacation with pay,
or 6% of the employee's wages for the year.

Benefits.

Additional optional benefits paid by employers may include Group Insurance such as: Life, Dental, Health, Vision,
Sickness and Physical/Mental Fitness.
www.work.alberta.ca
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Ward Pond

Taxation.
The Brooks Region truly offers competitive taxes rates! The region is an attractive place to
build or expand a business. Alberta already has a distinctive advantage over other provinces in
Canada with the absence of a provincial sales tax and low cost regime.

City of Brooks
Property Mill Rate

2018 Tax
Rate

TAX + Education &
Newell Foundation

Residential

7.986354

10.794793

Industrial/Commercial

12.990093

17.164323

Farm

7.986354

10.794793

Alberta Tax Rates

Per $1,000 of assessment

Alberta Corporate
Tax Rate

2018 Tax
Rate

General

12%

Manufacturing & Processing

12%

Small Business

2%
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2018 Tax
Rate

General Sales Tax (GST)

5%

Provincial Sales Tax (PST)

0%

Low Tax.
High Benefits.
As economic development is a regional service, each municipality within the region
sets their own tax rates and bylaws. So whether you're choosing to locate your
business within the City of Brooks or live in the Village of Duchess, all tax rates are set
competitively.
Municipality

2018 Tax
2018 Tax
Residential Rate Commercial Rate

2018 Tax
Farmland Rate

Newell Foundation
& Other

County of Newell

3.9170

8.2306

4.6761

0.747378

Town of Bassano

10.00060

17.23570

10.00060

0.26017

Village of Duchess

7.92356

9.87637

5.17656

0.252228

Village of Rosemary

10.4454

14.0912

10.4454

0.2044

EID Aquatic Centre
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Programs &
Incentives.
The Region is dedicated to assisting businesses and entrepreneurs while offering
competitive advantages and incentives to make the Brooks Region a place businesses
want to operate.
NewGrow.

NewGrow is a new program aimed at supporting new and existing businesses in the Brooks Region. Providing
funding will break down barriers and stimulate business growth in our region, leading towards better business
retention and expansion.
The NewGrow program gives community entrepreneurs and innovators the opportunity to start up or expand a
business or create a new product, service or invention through a business plan and public pitch competition. All
participants who take part in NewGrow will have a chance to receive an award package including up to $10,000 in
funding plus valuable business services, promotions and mentorship.

Investment Readiness and Attraction Study.

That old real estate adage, “Location, location, location,” rings true for business site selection. Finding the right
place for your business can mean the difference between success and failure. We work with entrepreneurs,
developers and site selectors to identify and prioritize potential business locations in the Brooks Region. Our team
recently hired a consulting firm to create and Investment Readiness and Attraction Study. The study highlights our
advantages and where improvements can be made in the region. More information on the study can be found by
visiting brooks.ca.

Tourism Operator Business Plans.

Entrepreneurs and investors interested in starting a tourism business in the Brooks Region have access to “shovel
ready” business cases. The cases include a variety of investment opportunities and are all new businesses to the
region. Businesses range in scale from as small as watersport rentals to as extravagant as a Nordic Spa. “Shovel
ready” means they have been professionally written and are ready to be put into action. Logistics, required
resources, break even points and many other economic factors have all been evaluated. The business cases, as well
as information on programs and funding assistance, can be found by visiting brooks.ca.

Vibrant Economy
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Annual Medieval Faire
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Housing.

Lake Stafford Park
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High Standard of Living.

Housing Statistics (City of Brooks)

The region's house prices are more affordable than
average compared to the rest of the province and
remain low in relation to the average household
income.

Average Residential Home Price 1

$278,950

Average Rent 2 Bedroom Suite2		

$841/mo

Apartment Vacancy Rate3 		

10.13%

1 Canadian Real Estate Magazine, 2016
2,3 Alberta Regional Economic Dashboard, 2017 Stats

The region's house prices reflect the median income levels of residents and are in-line with the
average Canadians' income levels.
Consumer Activity
Median Family Income4			

$84,162

Median Couple Family Income4		

$89,018

Median Lone Parent Income4 		

$44,602

4 Statistics Canada, Annual Income Estimates for Census Families and Individuals, 2015

Type of Construction

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Value of residential permits

$1,565,000

$625,000

$795,000

$2,350,000

$650,000

Value of commercial permits

$1,000,000

$0		

$0		

$800,000

$2,040,00

Total value of permits		

$18,935,106

$7,054,856

$45,800,341

$16,506,450

$8,405,746

32		

43		

11		

8

Number of new dwelling units 39		
Source: City of Brooks Planning & Development Services - Building Permit Comparisons

Brooks Animal Protection Society
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Recreation.
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Whether it's swimming at the JBS Canada Centre, skating at the Centennial Regional Arena or
planning a day at the beach at Lake Newell, the Brooks Region has an abundance of recreational
opportunities. The Region boasts 5 golf courses, a number of accessible parks and spectacular
green spaces (even in the prairies!), while The Badlands provide year-round activities for hikers,
bikers, campers, swimmers, snowmobilers, outdoor recreationalists and fishing enthusiasts.
JBS Canada Centre.

$22 million was recently put into the renovation and expansion of the JBS
Canada Centre making it Southeast Alberta's destination for recreation and
aquatics. It boasts an aquatics centre (wave pool, water slides, lap pool, lazy
river and more!), fitness centre, lockers & showers, combatants room, flexhall/
gymnasium, concession, meeting rooms, curling rink, childcare drop-in
centre, skating arena and a newly added field house with artificial turf, an
indoor play place, a full service restaurant and library.

Recreation Statistics
5

Public Tennis Courts

12

Baseball Diamonds

2

Track

2

Cross Country

The JBS Canada Centre is a hub for local, regional and large scale sporting
events and is capable of hosting conferences, concerts and special events.
Recent events include the 2017 Southern Alberta Junior Games and the
Harwood Ford Centennial Cup Bonspiel.

1

Gymnasiums

1

Splash Park

1

Skate Park

Centennial Regional Arena (CRA).

1

Aquatic & Recreational Facility

3

Sports & Entertainment Facility

2

Community Garden

5

Curling Club

7

Ice Surface/Arena

1

Rugby Fields

Home of the Alberta Junior Hockey Leauge's Brooks Bandits, the 74,000 sq.
ft. arena has a unique bowl shape design for spectator seating for 1,700, 500
standing room and 1,300 pad seating. It has a conference/board room, two
lane walking/running track, eight change rooms (two gender neutral), event
sales area, liquor sales area and food concession. The region will be hosting
the 2019 National Junior A Championships (formerly RBC Cup) at the CRA as
well as concerts and events.

Brooks Regional Ball Park.

Disc Golf Courses
1
Home to the Brooks Bombers Western Major League Baseball team, the
Outdoor Pool
1
newly completed Brooks Regional Ball Park has three softball diamonds, and
a full size hardball diamond, with athletic lighting. The central building has a
concession, washrooms, change rooms, media box and a general purpose meeting room with equipment storage space. There are
paved walking paths, a playground structure for kids and a donor board recognizing donors.

Duke of Sutherland Park.

This park has so much to offer! If you live in Brooks, or are just traveling through, the park is located just off the Trans Canada
Highway and is easily accessible. It's a great place to take the kids to cool off at the splash park, or play at the accessible play
structures or even get in your daily dose of exercise at the outdoor fitness park. It also has two ball diamonds for the baseball/
softball enthusiast as well as paved walking trails for biking or strolling. The City of Brooks officially opened the Duke of
Sutherland Water Park in June 2011. The park is free for all users and has a brand new design and all new equipment. There are
new spray heads, new obstacles, a water gun section, a slide, and other fun sprayers for children of all ages. The park is open from
May to September and the water will run automatically if the outdoor temperature is 18 Celsius (°C) and above.

Duchess Recreation Centre.

The Village of Duchess recently built a Recreation Centre with an indoor running track, fitness room, weight room, indoor soccer
field, concession and much more! They're also home to the Grasslands Indoor Soccer Society where the youth in the region play
indoor soccer year round.

Bassano Outdoor Swimming Pool.

The Bassano Swimming Pool, located only 2 blocks from main street Bassano, is an outdoor swimming pool and beach entry spray
park. It features a 25m-lane pool with a diving board and a two story water slide, as well as a 10 person hot tub. They offer Red
Cross Swim Kids lessons throughout the summer, including Sea Otter, Sea Turtle, and Salamander preschool lessons. With a large
lawn area and reclining deck chairs, the Bassano Swimming Pool is a great place to bring the family for a day out!
(Open only in the summer months).
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Utilities.
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Each municipality in the Brooks Region will have different access to utilities. Below is a
breakdown of each service and location depending on where you choose to reside or start your
business.

Brooks Region Rates.
Organization

Description

Contact

Natural Gas Provider

General Inquiries: 1-888-511-7550 Emergency: 1-800-511-3447

Fortis Alberta

Electricity Provider

General Inquiries: 1-866-717-3113 Emergency: 1-866-310-9473

Direct Energy

Electricity & Natural Gas Provider

General Inquiries: 1-866-374-6299 www.directenergy.ca

ATCO Gas

Electricity & Natural Gas.

Alberta's electricity and natural gas systems are owned and operated by a mix of investor and municipally owned companies.
The price paid by consumers is determined by supply and demand with prices fluctuating on a monthly basis. Consumers have
the option to enter into a contract to ensure price certainty.

Water Services.

Newell Regional Services Corp. (NRSC) was formed by partnership of all municipalities in the County of Newell to see the
installation of regional water transmission main pipelines conveying potable water throughout the region. The upgrading and
improvements to the Brooks Water Treatment Plant and installation of regional water pipelines is now complete. The City
of Brooks, Town of Bassano, Villages of Duchess, Rosemary and the hamlets of the County of Newell will have equal access
to potable water. This system is designed to reduce the escalating operating costs of smaller treatment facilities, reduce the
number of capital cost improvements to see each of the smaller treatment systems upgraded to meet current legislations and
regulations, as well as have the ability to use staff resources more effectively. www.nrsc.ca
The City of Brooks charges for the following essential municipal services through bi-monthly utility rates. The utility charges
cover the costs of sustainably delivering these services to residents:
• Water treatment & distribution;
• Waste water collection and treatment;
• Garbage collection and regional landfill services; and,
• Recycling collection and services provided through Newell Recycling Association.

Waste Management.

The City of Brooks oversees garbage collection as well as yard waste collection in the spring, summer and fall seasons.
Commercial waste is collected at the request of each business and the cost reflects the amount of pickups required.
Commercial businesses either rent or purchase their own bins.
The region's landfill site is owned and operated by the Newell Regional Solid Waste Management Authority (NRSWMA).
NRSWMA was formed by a partnership of all municipalities in the County of Newell to see a central regional landfill facility
developed. The facility is responsible for the safe and environmentally responsible collection of wastes for recycling or disposal,
and charges may apply. For more information please visit the NRSWMA website at www.newellwastemanagement.com

Telecommunications.

The Brooks Region is served by numerous wireless and wire line providers. Most service providers include high-speed digital
network Internet speeds of up to 1 GBps along with competitive local telephone services to ensure businesses have access to
the communications services they need.
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City of Brooks Water Rates.
Residential, Commercial, Industrial, Institutional

Food Processing Industries

Water - first 13.65 m3 or less			

Water - first 13.65 m3 or less			

$44.39

Water – for every m3 in excess of first 13.65 m3 $0.9938

$44.39

Water – for every m3 in excess of first 13.65 m3 $0.9938
Water - Over 3,409 m3				$0.4176

Bulk Water Rates
Residential/Domestic		

$12.92 per 4.55 m3

Non-residential/Commercial

$17.21 per 4.55 m3

Privately Owned Standpipes
$12.92 per 4.55m3 with
				minimum charge of $30

City of Brooks Sewer Rates.
Residential
Bi-Monthly Charge				$35.96

Commercial
Bi-Monthly Charge				$35.96
For every 4.55 m3 in excess of 41 m3		

$3.75

City of Brooks Waste Management Rates.
Residential

Commercial

Bi-Monthly Charge				$26.40

Bi-Monthly Charge Base Rate		

$34.87

Seniors 65 and over (bi-monthly)		

Plus Rental Fee (bin size dependent)

$3.37 to $17.11

Plus # of Pick-ups			

$20.74 to $62.22

$18.17

**Please refer to City of Brooks Utility Rates Bylaw for exact pricing.

Brooks Region Utility Rates.
County

Bassano

$40 Base + $1.15 per m
Water Residential Rate $31.73 Base Rate
			(single family) bi-monthly
Double Residential
$47 Base + $1 per m3
Water Commercial
3
bi-monthly
Rate + $2.11 m

3

Duchess

Rosemary

$45 Base + $1 per m3

$34 (first 23 m3)
			
$39 (first 23 m3)

(single family) bi-monthly

$75 Base + $1 per m3
bi-monthly

Sewer Residential Rate $25.68/mo

$30 Basic Rate

$30 Basic Rate

Sewer Commercial

$25.68/mo

$54-225 Basic Rate

$54-225 Basic Rate

Garbage Residential

$10/mo (Tilley)

$23.38 Basic Rate

$23.38 Basic Rate

Based on a private
contracted price

Based on a private
contracted price

Garbage Commercial $30/mo (Tilley)
			

(single family) bi-monthly
bi-monthly

(single family) bi-monthly

**Please refer to each municipality's individual utility bylaws for more accurate and exact pricing.

(single family) bi-monthly
bi-monthly

(single family) bi-monthly

$14.75/mo
$18.25/mo
$13.25/mo
$13.25/mo

Transportation.

The City of Brooks and County of Newell provide a transportation service using modern buses
and vans.

City of Brooks.

The service operates within the city limits and focuses on seniors and those with cognitive and physical disabilities as well as
anyone in the community with short term disabilities. The cost to utilize the Handibus Specialized Transit Service is $4 per
one-way trip. www.brooks.ca

County of Newell.

The Newell Mini Bus is a service provided by the County of Newell. The Mini Bus service is dedicated to providing door-todoor service to citizens within the County of Newell so that they may travel to Brooks for any appointments they may have
(i.e. doctor, dentist, hospital, hairdresser, shopping, visiting with friends or relatives, or just for an outing).
The Mini Bus also provides services for the mentally and physically challenged of any age, as well as adults of any age who
don’t drive and/or have no means of transportation of their own. This, too, is for appointments or anything they want to do.
The Newell Mini Bus will also pick up people in Brooks who would like to visit relatives or friends in the County.
www.countyofnewell.ab.ca/p/mini-bus-service
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Arts & Culture.

The Brooks Region is rich with art, music, culture and diversity!
Art.

Established in 2010, Sage Brush Arts is an art club dedicated to serving the Brooks Region's arts
community. Sage Brush Arts fosters a creative environment in which their members may enrich their
artistic development. The organization promotes awareness and appreciation of visual art in the
community by presenting exhibits of members’ original work. Sage Brush Arts endeavors to balance
the artist’s right to freedom of expression with commitment to membership, patrons, and to the local
community.
The Brooks & District Handicraft Guild was formed in 1954 as a club where like minded crafters
could get together to share ideas. Pottery is their main craft/art.
The City of Brooks Arts, Culture and Heritage (ACH) Board was formed in December 2016 out of
the existing Recreation, Parks and Culture Board. City Council felt that arts, culture and heritage
were unique portfolios and should be dealt with by a separate organization who could better focus
on the community's existing strengths and gaps. Since their first official meeting in April 2017, the
ACH has developed a strategic plan that identifies four areas of focus: Policy, Partnerships, Programs
and Promotions. Part of the strategy includes creating a plan for a new Arts, Culture and Heritage
Centre that will help serve the interests of existing arts, culture and heritage organizations while
encouraging and supporting the development of new programs within the Rsegion.
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History.

Situated on the east side of the City of Brooks, just off of the TransCanada Highway, the Brooks and District Museum offers fun for
the whole family. Start with a self-guided tour through their buildings; learn about John Ware, the first Black cowboy in the area and
Sarah King, a busy midwife. Check out the historic one-room schoolhouse, complete with old-fashioned teaching tools, then stop by
the 1930’s garage to see the Ford “A” Roadster Coupe. Taste a sample of delicious homemade ice cream, get guidance from the fully
accredited Visitors Information Centre staff, and explore the gift shop for a unique item by a local artist. Complete your time at the
museum and stay the night in one of the 27 fully-serviced campsites.
The Region is also home to the EID Historical Park located in Scandia. The Park was established in 1976 by a group of residents and
farmers who wanted to preserve the history of the settlers who came to the area starting in 1917. The park is situated on 17 acres, on
the old CPR right of way. The "Sleeping Giant", the Scandia Pool Elevator, was the first elevator in Alberta to be declared a historic
resource. Nearby are the original Bow Slope Shipping Yards, also a Provincial Historic Resource, where thousands of cattle, sheep,
and pigs were weighed and shipped off.
The Brooks Aqueduct is another important piece of the Region's history and is located eight kilometers southeast of Brooks. The
aqueduct was originally built by the irrigation division of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company during the 1911-13. It was intended
to irrigate a section of southeastern Alberta. The main section of the aqueduct spans a 3.2 km valley at an average elevation of 20
metres. The structure is a National Historic Site, and there is an interpretive centre for tourists.

Theatre & Dance.

The Newell Concert Association was formed in Brooks in 1974 and worked tirelessly to encourage the inclusion of the theatre in
the new Griffin Park school. Throughout the years the concert series thrives and has been successful in acquiring an annual grant
from the Alberta Arts Foundation. This funding, along with ticket sales, has enabled the organization to present an average of nine
concerts per season, offering a wide variety of entertainment ranging from comedy to classical.
http://newellconcertassociation.blogspot.com/
Tumbleweed Theatre was formed in 2003 and in spring 2004, their first production of Neil Simon's, The Good Doctor, took to the
stage at the Griffin Park Theatre with 15 cast members and another 10 working behind the scenes. The theatre has produced over 10
diverse and successful theatre seasons in Brooks. www.tumbleweedtheatre.ca
The region is host to two formal dance studios: In Sequins Studio of Dance and Rythmic Soles Dance Academy.

Culture.

Brooks is referred to as the “City of 100 Hellos” with over 100 languages spoken and is home to one of the most culturally diverse
populations per capita in Canada. The region celebrates this diversity through our arts and culture. Many services are also available
to help with the transition of immigrating to our communities. Some include Brooks and County Immigration Services (BCIS),
Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) and the SPEC Association for Children and Families. Other notable service
providers include Francophone Association of Brooks, Brooks and District Child Development Society and many others.

Brooks & District Museum
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Community Safety.
The City of Brooks is the largest urban center between Calgary, Lethbridge and Medicine Hat
and acts as a service center for the entire region. Police Services, Fire Services, Medical Services
and Ambulance Services are all provided locally.

Police Services.

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), oversees the Brooks Region. It is comprised of members who provide community
policing, highway patrol and identification units. The Brooks and Bassano Detachments work closely with community
organizations to promote safety, prevent crime, investigate domestic violence and respond to community concerns.

Fire Services.

Fire protection in the City of Brooks is provided by a volunteer fire department which consists of a Fire Chief, Deputy Fire
Chief and 32 volunteer firefighters. There are 10 fire departments within the County of Newell each supported by a shared
Manager of Fire and Emergency Services. The departments are equipped to handle fire fighting and suppression, motor
vehicle collisions, ice/water rescue, high angle rescue and chemical spill contamination and clean up.

Ambulance Services.

Alberta Health Services (AHS) EMS Brooks provides Advanced Life Support services to the City of Brooks, surrounding towns,
villages, hamlets and rural areas. 24-hour coverage is provided to all communities within the County of Newell. A number of
services are provided such as emergency response, inter-facility transfers and community event standbys. Staff also provides
first aid training and instruction in the community.
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The Brooks Region is located within Alberta Health Services South Zone and has great access
to health services. With 2 hospitals and 5 medical clinics, 86 per cent of residents have a family
physician.
Health Care Facilities.

Alberta Health Services (AHS) serves the Brooks Region and is served by two hospitals: Bassano Health Centre and Brooks
Health Centre. The Brooks Health Centre is our region's main hospital, providing 24-hour emergency services, acute care,
maternity, labour and delivery, surgery and continuing care. Diagnostic imaging, laboratory, and therapy services including
occupational therapy, physical therapy, respiration therapy, and speech language pathology are in place to complement patient
treatment and recovery.
The Brooks Community Health Centre is a resource for patient and prenatal education, x-ray imaging, speech language
pathology, and the Early Detection and Hearing Intervention program. Oral health services, including fluoride for toddlers,
travel vaccination, and the public health nurse are also based here.
The Bassano Health Centre is an acute care, sub-acute care and continuing care facility and also includes 24 hour emergency
service.

Doctors.

In the last few years, the Brooks Region has made a tremendous effort to attract and retain quality health professionals. The
Region has a high ratio of doctors to patients with 86% of residents having a family doctor. **The Region is also a member of
Rural Health Professions Action Plan (RhPAP) - a collaborative partner and trusted advocate for rural Alberta communities
trying to achieve greater access to health care.

Medical Clinics.

With more doctors relocating to the Brooks Region, there have been a number of new clinics opening, increasing the number
of medical clinics to five. They are: Bassano Medical Clinic, Centennial Health, Brooks Medical Clinic, Newell Associate Medical
Clinic and South Shore Medical Clinic. The City of Brooks also has two walk-in clinics.
Source Attribution: **Adapted from Alberta Health, Interactive Health Data Application 2014.

Healthcare.

Page 28

Rosemary Disc Golf
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Quality of Life.

People love living here.

People have been flocking to Alberta for years to capitalize on incredible job opportunities, the natural beauty, the attractive pace
of life and the opportunities and resources for families. The Brooks Region is no different – we’ve seen rapid population influxes
throughout the years and periods accelerated growth. And guess what? People that come to our region stay in our region; over
56% of residents in Brooks have lived here for longer than five years1. They come, they love it, and they stay.
The Brooks Region will surprise you. Whether it’s our blend of cultural diversity with traditional western hospitality or the
abundance of lakes and rivers in the flat, dry Canadian prairies, you’re going to find some amazing things here.

Quality of Life.

Quality of Life assessments have been performed in 2013 and
2017 to track resident satisfaction. Although the results are
what we would expect – we already know how great it is here
– they’re worth bragging about.

A Safe Place for Families.

Crime is down - over 21% over the past five years, in fact2.
Personal well-being and personal safety are some of the most
important aspects of building a viable community and our
Region has been working hard with the RCMP to tackle this
issue. The City and County jointly fund a Safe Communities
Coordinator to work with residents and police in crime
reduction, prevention and proactive programming. And it’s
working! From 2012-2016, Domestic Violence was down 30%,
Sexual Assaults were down 43%, Criminal Harassment was
down 60% and personal crime was down 38%³.

Quality of Life Factor

Overall Satisfaction Level

Health						80%
Education					74.5%
Personal Well Being				79.7%
Social Programs and Social Conditions		

67.3%

Sense of Community				70.5%
Economy and Employment			

57.9%

Physical Environment				76%
Government					69%
Political Rights and General Values		

68%

OVERALL COMMUNITY SATISFACTION

73.6%

*Quality of Life #1, City of Brooks #2, Produced by Grasslands Regional FCSS
2015 City of Brooks Municipal Census
Maclean's Magazine, Canada’s Most Dangerous Places 2019
RCMP Brooks Detachment Crime Stats

1

2
3
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Bassano Dam

Available Land.
The Brooks Region has an abundance of affordable, available land for sale to be
developed. Visit www.brooksregion.ca for further information on land sales in the
region and speak with a member of our economic development team.
The Region is home to over five industrial areas - all in different stages of development. The Village of Rosemary
recently reduced residential subdivision prices down to $1,000 a lot, plus GST (regular price ranges between
$25,000-$30,000). Rosemary also offers fully serviced industrial lots (50' x 120') for $10,000 (down from $25,000).
The Village of Duchess, as well as the Town of Bassano, both offer great prices for residential and commercial
property. These are all great communities to call home if you're wanting an escape from the large rural centers.
Although the County of Newell is known for its robust farm and agricultural land, they also offer industrial lots
and buildings for sale. Looking to build your business or settle within the City of Brooks? The City has fully
serviced residential, commercial and industrial land for sale. Average prices are $9.50/per sq. ft. for residential,
$190,000/per acre for commercial and $148,000/per acre for industrial. Visit www.brooks.ca for a full listing.
Can't find what you're looking for? The region is home to a handful of top notch real estate agencies that would be
thrilled to assist you. Visit www.realtor.ca for a full list of agencies.
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Brooks Golf Course
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Key Industries.

Spragg's Meat Shop
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Inphase Electric & Controls

Oil & Gas.
Energy Region.
The Brooks Region continues to profit from the wealth of oil and gas resources in the area. As
a regional service hub, Brooks and area is home to many major oil and gas companies. Local
businesses have also diversified through the downturn and have found innovative ways to
operate and even grow.
Companies such as Interpipeline, Tarpon, Schlumberger, Sanjel Energy Services, Balanced Energy, League Projects,
Veriperm, Pronghorn, Savanna Well Servicing, as well as many local entrepreneurs, operate out of the region, servicing oil
and natural gas activities in Southern Alberta and beyond.
As a key industry and one of the largest sectors of the Brooks Region's economy, the mining and oil and gas extraction
industry is supported by a robust urban infrastructure, access to major transportation corridors (e.g. Hwy. 1 and Hwy. 36),
and competitive tax and utility rates. The quality of business support offered by both the County and the City are important
in supporting existing businesses as well as attracting new businesses to the area.
In 2016, 72 wells were drilled including natural gas, coal bed methane, crude oil, crude bitumen and other wells in the
Brooks Region. Due to the decline in the economy, this number was lower than previous years. However, 72 was an increase
from the previous year's total of 64 wells in 2015.

Year

Oil Production (m3)

2013		
1,123,350		
2014		1,203,025			
2015		
1,126,986
2016		
992,412
2017		
1,028,859
Source Attribution: Alberta Energy Regulator

Year

Natural Gas Production (m3)

2013		
4.6 Billion		
2014		4.6 Billion			
2015		
4 Billion
2016		
3.9 Billion
2017		
3.8 Billion
Source Attribution: Alberta Energy Regulator
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Dinosaur Provincial Park

Tourism.
Capitalizing on Visitors.
Annually, approximately 100,000 tourists visit the Brooks Region to camp and experience the
naturally occurring beauty of the Canadian Badlands. The City of Brooks is in the heart of the
County of Newell where three provincial parks are located. The towns and villages, as well as
the city, offer an abundance of shopping and recreational opportunities.
Event Destination.

The Brooks Region is capable of hosting a variety of special events with our impressive facilities and availability of
professional services. Our facilities have recently hosted large and small conferences, formal events, weddings, graduation
ceremonies, receptions, meetings, fundraisers, festivals and retreats. The Region boasts welcoming accommodations,
top notch food services, diverse meeting spaces and all the necessary add-on services that make events successful and
affordable. Available business services include catering, linens, souvenirs/gifts, equipment rentals, florists, decorating,
photography, and audio-visual.
Sports Tourism is expected to be a major driver for the tourism industry as the City and County, along with Visit Newell,
work to attract major events. The City is the host of Hockey Canada's 2019 National Junior A Championships, formally the
RBC Cup. Historically, the event has generated more than $2 million in local economic impact, with event proceeds being
directed to supporting hockey development in the host community. The region has also been host (twice!) to the Southern
Alberta Summer Games.
New recreation facilities continue to add to the regional tourism industry. Over 22 million was recently put into renovating
and expanding the JBS Canada Centre. The Brooks Regional Ball Park, home of the Brooks Bombers, is also a newly built and
houses quad-ball diamonds. The Centennial Regional Arena (CRA) is a 74,000 square foot facility with a NHL-size ice surface
(200 x 85 ft). More importantly, it's home to the Brooks Bandits. The Village of Duchess opened the Duchess Recreation
Centre, a 29,000 sq. ft. multi-use facility in 2015, which is the recreation and culture hub for the Village.
The City of Brooks also recently signed a contract with an event promoter to bring in large concert and entertainment
events. The first concert hosted through this agreement will be Clay Walker in the Spring of 2019.
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New West Milling

Manufacturing.
Highly Specialized.
The manufacturing sector in the Brooks Region is very productive and a highly specialized. One
of the larger productivity centers in Alberta, the manufacturing cluster provides employment for
many labourers and is the largest single sector of the regional economy.
There are 67 businesses related to the manufacturing value chain operating in the region. This includes 14 food
manufacturers, which also support the agri-food value chain. A possible opportunity exists in the value chain, with only one
business in plastics manufacturing and two businesses in the transportation equipment manufacturing industry. These subindustries are relatively connected to the oil and gas extraction industry, which plays a dominant role in the local economy.**
The Metal Fabrication and Machinery industry consists of fabricated metal products, agricultural and industrial machinery
(oil and gas equipment), transportation equipment and manufactured homes. This is an emerging industry that contributes to
the wealth of the area and complements the agri-business and oil and gas services activity. The manufacturing industry has a
higher concentration in Brooks compared to nearby Strathmore and Medicine Hat.
Some of the top metal fabricators and machinery shops in the region include, but are not limited to:
Brook Industrial Metals, Dapajo Construction Ltd., Skill Metal Fabricators Inc., and TCB Welding, Manufacturing, Fabrication.
The largest single employer in the Region is JBS Food Canada which employs over 2,800 team members and is a massive
economic driver for the region. There is nothing about this company, or the facility, located just west of Brooks in the County
of Newell, that is not impressive. The facility processes over 1 million head of cattle per year, or 4,200 per day, with over 65%
of the cattle coming from right here in Alberta. Their inputs include 3 million pounds of feed per day, most of which is grown
right here in the Brooks Region, which represents a unique opportunity for farmers as well as ranchers. JBS Canada supports
services and industries such as janitorial, linens, skilled trades, technology, transportation and much more, making them a key
player in our economy. It is estimated that their facility contributes $3 billion to the GDP and the Brooks Region is very proud
to have them.

**Newell Region Investment Attraction Study 2017
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Agriculture.

Farmland & Growth.
With a young workforce and average farm receipts between $100,000 - $249,000, the
region has some of the most profitable farms in Alberta. Opportunities exist in organic
foods, horticulture (flowers, bulbs, berry crops, nurseries, specialty crops and processing),
food processing and food production.
The region has an agricultural economy with 307,000 irrigated farmland acres, 290,000 of cultivated dry land
farming and 600,000 acres of native and improved rangeland. This sector is fully supported by a number of research
and development facilities and the food processing industry is a significant contributor.
The County of Newell had 668 farms comprising almost 1.45 million acres, worth $4.11 billion dollars in total farm
capital in 2016. Gross farm receipts in the County of Newell grew from $287 million in 2011 to over $454 million in
2016.

Crop Overview - ACRES		

2016

Canola 					53,292
Wheat 					114,047
Barley 					44,051
Alfalfa & Alfalfa Mixtures 		
54,720
Other tame hay & folder crops 		
13,875
Oats 					4,342
Dry Field Peas				22,262
Fruits, Berries, Nuts			
22
Total Vegetables (non-greenhouse)
88
StatsCanada Census of Agriculture
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Livestock Overview		

2016

Value of Livestock & Poultry
$443,543,869
Cattle & Calves			
197,411
Dairy Cows			1,404
Beef Cows 			
45,843
Heifers				20,670
Calves				45,692
Steers				80,647
Bulls				3,155
Pigs				37,470
Hens & Chickens 		
327,721
Sheep & Lambs			
2,429

Emerging Industries.

Diversifying the regional economy.
The Brooks Region is welcoming emerging industries - new and evolving industrial
sectors and value chains are growing at a faster rate than the overall economy.
Cannabis/Cannabinoid (CBD).

The recent legalization of Cannabis, along with the Brooks Region's welcoming business-minded community and
local government, establishes the region as a top destination for cannabis production and processing. This area
couldn’t be more perfectly suited for the cannabis industry – the dry climate, well-drained soils, copious sunlight
hours and direct access to an abundant volume of water for irrigation and processing make the Brooks Region an
easy choice. Southern Alberta is already well established as a leader in industrial hemp production, with area farmers
accounting for as much as 40 per cent of the national crop. The City of Brooks recently announced that Natural
Health Alliance (NHA) will be constructing and operating a medical cannabis production and processing facility.
Phase one of construction will be a 30,000 square foot facility and will cost between 6 and 8 million dollars.
RMMI, an Alberta based company that focuses on the production, cultivation and sale of medical marijuana in
various forms, has also located production and operations in the County of Newell.
Health Canada also recently approved the harvest of industrial hemp flower, leaf, and bud material in addition to
seed and fiber. This decision to allow whole-plant harvesting strengthens Canada’s position as a leader in the fast
growing cannabinoid space. With the construction of NHA and RMMI, CBD companies will have ready access to
feedstock, whether they choose to extract CBD from hemp, cannabis, or both plants.

Renewable Energy.

Brighter is better and in the Brooks Region, we see almost 2,400 hours of sunshine per year, one of the highest in
all of Canada. Alberta's renewable revolution launched in the Brooks Region with the construction of the largest
solar project in Western Canada in 2017. The $30-million solar array powers 3,000 homes in southeast Alberta and
was built on 30-hectares of land. Construction and operations rely on local supply chain and services. According
to Elemental Energy, construction of Brooks Solar contributed over $4.5M of direct local economic activity within
the County of Newell and $7M within Alberta. Since the construction of this project, several other companies have
approached the region looking to capitalize on this emerging industry. If the proposed projects meet their planned
deadlines, close to 1,479 megawatts will be generated from solar sites near Brooks by 2020.
The Brooks Region is also a collaborating partner of the Southeast Alberta Energy Diversification Strategy (SEEDS)
which was created to better understand the impacts of the emerging renewable energy industry on the labour force
in southeast Alberta. www.seedsalberta.ca
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Live.
Better.

Your Brooks Region Profile

City of Brooks
Box 879
201-1st Ave. W.
Brooks, AB T1R 1B7
Phone: 403.362.3333
County of Newell
BOX 130
183037 Range Road 145
Brooks, AB T1R 1B2
Phone: 403.362.3266
Town of Bassano
Box 299
502-2nd Avenue
Bassano, AB T0J 0B0
Phone: 403.641.3788
Village of Duchess
Box 158
103-2nd Ave. E.
Duchess, AB T0J 0Z0
Phone: 403.378.4452

www.brooksregion.ca

Village of Rosemary
Box 128
103 Railway Ave.
Rosemary, AB T0J 2W0
Phone: 403.378.4246

